[image: image2.png]el

ThécCell: Réseau de thérapie cellulaire,
tissulaire et genique du Québec



Réseau de thérapie cellulaire, tissulaire et génique du Québec «ThéCell»  
Formulaire de subvention de projets structurants 2019
Nom du chercheur principal : NOM À INSÉRER ICI
Quebec cell, tissue and gene therapy network «ThéCell»  

Structuring Project Grant Form 2023
Name of the principal investigator: INSERT NAME HERE

Structuring Project Grant
Please note that this version is a translation of the original French version. 
OBJECTIVE
The objective of the TheCell Structuring Project Grants is to respond to the FRQS guidelines for networks (to increase research productivity in Quebec by implementing common research infrastructures and by promoting the emergence of new avenues of collaborative research that result from the synergies developed in the networks), as well as to the specific objectives of our network (see below). A structuring project is a one-time research proposal to explore a research hypothesis, to demonstrate the feasibility of a study, or to conduct translational research. This project should logically lead to results allowing researchers to apply for more elaborate grants from granting agencies other than the FRQS (e.g., CIHR) and/or various foundations or larger clinical studies. 

The objectives of the TheCell Network in relation to this program are:

· Develop collaborative research to accelerate knowledge transfer in the field of cell, tissue and gene therapy.

· Increase resources in the field of cell, tissue and gene therapy research and facilitate their use. 

· Promote scientific exchange between disciplines and institutions. In particular, Canadian and international networking is a priority for the 2023-2024 competition.

· Focus this research on problems that slow the transfer of fundamental scientific knowledge to the clinic.

ANNUAL BUDGET, AMOUNT AND DURATION OF GRANTS

Financial support for a structuring project is granted for one year. Eligible expenses are those allowed by the FRQS for network operations. The maximum budget allocated per project is $50,000.00.

ELIGIBILITY

Only regular TheCell Network investigators, recognized as such by TheCell Network, may apply as principal investigators. They may, however, solicit collaborations from researchers and clinicians not directly associated with the Network as long as the money is spent in Quebec at institutions recognized by the FRQS. 

Projects should encourage interactions between researchers from different universities (minimum of 3 regular ThéCell researchers from 2 different universities/institutions). Projects focusing on one of the themes prioritized by the ThéCell Network will be favoured. The integration of clinical, evaluative and basic research is also desirable, as is the participation of patients and citizens. 

These themes are cell, tissue or gene therapies related to:

1. Musculoskeletal and nervous systems

2. Cardiovascular, pulmonary, renal and digestive systems

3. Skin and ocular systems

4. Hematology, oncology and immunology
EVALUATION CRITERIA

The following criteria will be used to determine the final score for each application:

· The competence of the researchers on the proposed team to carry out the project. The inclusion of researchers at the beginning of their careers (< 5 years) is desirable and strongly encouraged.

· The scientific quality and originality of the project, including the rigor of its experimental approach.

· The training of researchers. The direct involvement of at least one student (undergraduate or graduate) or post-doctoral fellow in the proposed project should be highlighted.

· The project directly corresponds to a ThéCell Network theme. 

· The relevance of the project to the advancement of knowledge in cell, tissue and gene therapy. The clear demonstration of the structuring effect for research within the Network. Projects that include a national or international partnership will be favored.

· The extent of the expected networking (e.g., establishment of new national or international collaborations). Relevance of the grouping of researchers.

· Productivity (manuscripts, research funds, etc.) of the principal investigator(s).

· Clear description of future funding opportunities from other agencies.

· Feasibility of the project and realism of the timeline.

Please note that any application that does not meet the requirements, is incomplete or submitted late will be declared ineligible.

Only one application per year can be submitted as a principal investigator, but there is no limit as a co-investigator.

Evaluation: The Board of Directors decides on eligibility and solicits input from researchers in the relevant field of expertise, including Network researchers who have not applied and are not in conflict of interest. The members of The Board of Directors will consider all the evaluations and ensure that the projects selected for funding are distributed among the various priority research themes of the Network (e.g., Axes I to IV), for cellular, tissue or gene therapies. 

The number of projects funded will depend on the funds available, this year for a maximum of 5 projects of $50,000.

Once again this year, thanks to the contribution of the McGill Regenerative Medicine Network (MRM), an additional project will be funded ($25,000 from the MRM and $25,000 from ThéCell). The project must be led by a researcher who is a member of both the TheCell and MRM networks and who will collaborate with TheCell researchers from an institution other than McGill University. To be eligible, please check the appropriate box in section 1.2. If you have any questions regarding your affiliation with the MRM Network, please contact Dr. Marine Christin at mrm.coordinator@mcgill.ca.

The results of the competition will be announced in April 2023.
Recipients agree to

· Identify support from the TheCell Network and, if applicable, the McGill Regenerative Medicine Network (abstracts, publications, presentations, etc.).

· Researchers will be expected to present their projects and results at the annual meetings of the TheCell Network.

· Commitment to spend the funds by March 31, 2024 and to submit a financial report to FRQNet within the timeframe established by FRQS and a scientific report to the TheCell Coordination by April 30, 2024. 

· Agree, if their application is selected for funding, that their application will be forwarded to the International Scientific Advisory Committee (ISCC) for an overall opinion.

· The scientific report for funded structuring projects must be produced using the concise form prepared for this purpose, which contains the following headings

· Value added by the Network grant (e.g. formation of a new team, training of students, development of new tools).

· Current and anticipated impact in terms of publication(s) and/or grant(s).

· Preliminary data accumulated for an integrated application to an agency.

· Conduct the research in accordance with ethical rules and the Fonds de recherche du Québec's Policy on Responsible Conduct in Research (http://www.scientifique-en-chef.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Politique-sur-la-conduite-responsable-en-recherche_FRQ_sept-2014.pdf ).

· Conduct research in a manner that supports and promotes equitable, diverse and inclusive work practices and environments (EDI).
Structuring Projects Grant
Registration of the application (email of intent)

We ask that you send us the title and names of the researchers in your project by January 20, 2023 so that we can select reviewers without conflict of interest.

Application Form
The completed form must be submitted by email to: coordination@reseauthecell.qc.ca by Monday February 27, 2023 (23h59). 
Required Documents:

ONE final document: A file in PDF format including all the following documents in order #1, #2, #3, ... should be submitted electronically by the deadline. Note: The file name should include the name of the principal investigator involved in the project. (ex. Fradette2022.pdf).

#1. Completed application form: single-spaced, Times New Roman or Arial (font size: minimum 11), 1-inch margins. The title and summary of the project must be in French. Please specify the name of the principal investigator in the header of the document and do not modify the other parts of the header. It will be possible to delete the specific instructions for each section but please keep the section titles. 

#2. The budget, including details of the estimated costs for the project not exceeding $50,000 per year (Please use the Excel spreadsheet included in this document. The table opens in Excel mode when you double click on the table). The budget justification should be included in section #2 of the form.

#3. The Principal Investigator and the 2 Co-Principal Investigators, from at least 2 different universities/institutions, must provide a completed version of their Canadian Common CV (https://ccv-cvc.ca ) including/accompanied by a list of publications from the last 5 years. The "Detailed Contributions" annex of the FRQS Common CV is NOT required if this format is chosen. Note: Please attach the PDF of the CVs under section #3 in the same file as the application. If applicable, co-investigators additional to the 2 co-principal investigators may also submit their CVs (this is not required), collaborators only need to submit a letter of collaboration.

#4. Letters of collaboration from the collaborating researcher(s) or researcher(s) working elsewhere in Canada or internationally or letters of partnership with private industry, foundations, or other partners (scanned letters/PDF) (see details in sections #3 and #5 of the application form).

For any question, please contact Kim Santerre by email at kim.santerre.cemtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca.

Section 1: ThéCell Structuring Projects Grant Form

Abstract
1.1.a French Title (max. 15 words)

Choose a short title that describes the essence of what will be achieved. 

1.1.b English Title (max. 15 words)

1.2 Principal Investigator
Identify a principal investigator who will be responsible for managing the project and providing progress reports to the TheCell Network.
Check this box if the principal investigator is affiliated with the McGill Regenerative Medicine Network (MRM)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

1.3 Project information 

This application comprises:
Canadian collaboration  FORMCHECKBOX 

International collaboration  FORMCHECKBOX 

Early Career principal investigator (5 years of career or less)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 to be indicated for each young investigator in section 1.9

The project addresses the following aspects:

Cell therapy  FORMCHECKBOX 

Tissue therapy  FORMCHECKBOX 

Gene therapy  FORMCHECKBOX 

Short description of how cell, tissue and/or gene therapy is integrated into the project:
     
1.4 Focus (axes) and infrastructures

Primary Focus (one choice only): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I. Musculoskeletal and nervous systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 II. Cardiovascular, pulmonary, renal and digestive systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 III. Skin and ocular systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IV. Hematology, oncology and immunology...

Secondary Focus (if applicable): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I. Musculoskeletal and nervous systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 II. Cardiovascular, pulmonary, renal and digestive systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 III. Skin and ocular systems...

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IV. Hematology, oncology and immunology...

Infrastructure(s) involved, if applicable (several possible selections)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELSI (Ethical, legal and social issues of cell and tissue therapies)

The Centre of Genomics and Policy team (Prof. Knoppers, McGill) is available for ELSI questions arising from your research.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Infrastructure Economic Evaluation in regenerative medicine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Infrastructure for preclinical evaluation of cell therapy Ste-Hyacinthe
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biobanks: Specify      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gene therapy: Specify      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: Specify      
Production en salles blanches

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CETC (Centre d'excellence en thérapie cellulaire de l'Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CMDGT (Centre multidisciplinaire de développement du génie tissulaire)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CPC (Centre de thérapie cellulaire "JGH CPC" de l'institut Lady Davis) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Salles de thérapie cellulaire et médecine régénératrice du CHUM 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: Specify      
Ressources

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gene Therapy : Specify       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reprogramming of cells and gene editing  (Services de reprogrammation de cellules et d’édition de gènes, Hôpital Ste-Justine) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 iPS Québec Reprogrammation and differenciation of cells (Service de reprogrammation/différenciation en cellules souches de type iPSC)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This project includes a TheCell inter-laboratory training support grant for student (lien)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other : Specify      
1.5 Partners (private and others) (details in section 5)
- Private partners  FORMCHECKBOX 


Specify :     
- Foundation    FORMCHECKBOX 


Specify :     
- Other partners   FORMCHECKBOX 


Specify :     
1.6.a French abstract of the project (maximum of 200 words)
Please provide a summary for the general public in French, highlighting the objectives and deliverables, and demonstrating how the proposed project is compatible with the TheCell Network program. Describe how the proposed research will have a potential clinical impact on the health of Quebec patients and how the partners will contribute to achieving these objectives. (Note: This summary may be reviewed by representatives of the general public. In addition, summaries of funded projects may be used as press releases and will be posted on the Network's website).  


1.6.b English abstract of the project (maximum of 200 words)
Please provide a summary for the general public in English.

This text will be included in a press release and will be posted on the Network's website.  

1.7 Short-term project deliverables (maximum of 3 key deliverables) 
List, using a timeline, the anticipated deliverables of the proposed project and the expected results at each stage that will be completed within a one-year period. 


1.8 Long-term translational research plan (maximum one paragraph)
Provide a brief but accurate description of your long-term translational and clinical research plan for the proposed project. Describe how this structuring project will achieve the long-term goals. 

1.9 Members of the team
Identify the principal investigators, collaborators and highly qualified personnel who will be directly involved in the proposed project (Minimum of 3 researchers from two different Quebec institutions. These researchers must be regular / active members of TheCell at the time of application).

Please insert additional rows if necessary.

Principal investigators: 

	NAME, given name
	PIN

FRQS (if applicable)
	Early career researcher (check)
	Affiliation / Organism / Department 
	Member MRM Network (check)
	Phone & 

email
	Role in the project

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Collaborators: (identify the collaborateurs from Quebec, Canada and international)*
	NAME, given name
	PIN FRQS (if applicable)
	Early Career researcher (check)
	Affiliation / Organism / Department 
	Member MRM Network (check)
	Phone & 

email
	Role in the project

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* For collaborators, including those from outside Quebec, a letter of collaboration must be provided describing the nature of the collaboration. This document replaces the CV and must be attached to section 5.
Highly qualified personnel involved in the project (e.g., research assistant, undergraduate student, graduate student, post-doctoral fellow, resident and research associate):
	NAME, given name
	PIN FRQS (optional)
	Highest diploma / Position
	Name of the supervisor and affiliation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1.10 Description
Rationale, background and preliminary findings. 

- Describe the main orientations for the project to be undertaken. Please identify anticipated challenges, if any, and explain the strategies being considered to overcome these challenges. 

- Describe the problem, the rationale for the project, and any relevant preliminary findings. 

- Please provide numbered references that are directly relevant to the project. 

(Maximum 3 pages including figures and tables but excluding references).

Please integrate the project by starting on the next page. 
1.11 Expertise and complementarity of the team (maximum 1 page)
Mention the collaborations, at the national and international levels, as well as their structuring effect on the ThéCell Network. Provide a brief but precise description of your long-term translational and clinical research plan for the proposed project. Describe how this structuring project will achieve the long-term objectives.
Section 2 : Budget

Complete the table on the next page for the year. The budget table opens in Excel mode when you double click on it. Please note that the amount requested for the project should not exceed $50,000.00 for 1 year. All projects funded by the Quebec Network for Cell, Tissue and Gene Therapy "ThéCell" must follow the general rules as defined by the FRQS (http://www.frqs.gouv.qc.ca/ ). For collaborations outside Quebec, the external collaborator cannot benefit from FRQS funds. 

Breakdown and justification of amounts requested

Present the main elements of your budget, indicating how the funds or resources will be used.
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Budget - Subvention de projets structurants
Budget demandé en $CA

Formulaire année 1
Chercheur principal: nom a insérer ici
Titre du projet: titre du projet a insérer ici

Chercheur Co- Co- Co- Total
principal chercheur chercheur chercheur
1 2 3
Nom a Nom a Nom a Nom a
insérer ici insérer ici insérer ici insérer ici
1. Salaires
(a) Bourse de formation Maitrise (max $20k) 0%
(b) Bourse de formation Doctorat (max ($20k) 0%
(c) Bourse de formation Post-doctorale
(max $40k) 0%
(d) Salaires et avantages sociaux (Techniciens
ou assistants professionnels) 0%
I(e) Autres (précisez) 0%
0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
2. Equipment ou installations
(a) Achat ou location (colt d'exploitation et
d'entretien et frais d'utilisation) 0%
.(b) Autres (précisez) 0%
0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
3. Matériel et fournitures
0%
0%
0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
4. Déplacement (congres, séminaires, symposium, conférences)
0%
0%
0% 0$ 0% 0% 0%
5. Autres (précisez)
0%
0%
0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

A soustraire: Contribution en espéces ou en nature (in-kind) anticipée
des partenaires (s'il y a lieu)

(@) Insérez le nom du partenaire A 09%
(b) Insérez le nom du partenaire B 0%
0% 0% 09% 0% 0%









Budget - Subvention de projets structurants

Budget demandé en $CA

Chercheur principal: nom à insérer ici

Titre du projet: titre du projet à insérer ici

Chercheur 

principal

Co-

chercheur 

1

Co-

chercheur 

2

Co-

chercheur 

3

Total

Nom à 

insérer ici

Nom à 

insérer ici

Nom à 

insérer ici

Nom à 

insérer ici

1. Salaires   

(a) Bourse de formation Maîtrise (max $20k) 0 $

(b) Bourse de formation Doctorat (max ($20k) 0 $

(c) Bourse de formation Post-doctorale 

    (max $40k) 0 $

(d) Salaires et avantages sociaux (Techniciens 

ou assistants professionnels) 0 $

(e) Autres (précisez)

0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

2. Equipment ou installations

(a) Achat ou location (coût d'exploitation et 

d'entretien et frais d'utilisation) 0 $

(b) Autres (précisez)

0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

3. Matériel et fournitures

0 $

0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

4. Déplacement (congres, séminaires, symposium, conférences)

0 $

0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

5. Autres (précisez)

0 $

0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

Total des coûts direct du projet: 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

A soustraire: Contribution en espèces ou en nature (in-kind) anticipée

des partenaires (s'il y a lieu)

(a) Insérez le nom du partenaire A 0 $

(b) Insérez le nom du partenaire B 0 $

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

Grand total des coûts estimés du projet:

0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $

Formulaire année 1 

Réseau de thérapie cellulaire, tissulaire et génique du Québec - ThéCell

Section 3: CV and Letters of Collaboration
Curriculum Vitae

The principal investigator and the two co-principal investigators must provide a completed version of their Canadian CV including a list of publications from the last 5 years (PDF file section #3) (https://ccv-cvc.ca). 

CVs of additional co-applicants or collaborators are not required. 

If applicable, additional co-investigators may also submit their CVs (not required).

Lettres of Collaboration

Collaborators only need to submit a letter of collaboration.

Section 4: Ethics and Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy  

Does the project use human biological materials or animal experimentation? 

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 / No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Please indicate from which institutions the biological materials will be used or collected. 

Please answer for each researcher.

	Institution
	Name of the researcher
	Human biological materials (used or collected in the institution for this project)? yes / no
	Animal experimentation for this project)? yes / no

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


If you answered yes to any of the questions, please take the necessary steps to obtain the required ethical approvals. Proof may be requested by TheCell before the money can be paid in full, or at the latest at the time of the final scientific report.
Have you integrated EDI into your project? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 / No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please describe how; If no, why can't your project integrate it? 

Section 5: Partners and letters of support
List the partners (private, foundations, others) that will be involved in the project, their specific role and the nature of their anticipated contribution as a partner to the project. If a researcher has a "financial interest" with a partner, this potential conflict of interest must be declared. This ensures that such a partner is not excluded and provides transparency in the review process. 

Please provide a letter of support from the partners (to be attached in PDF format to the document under section 5) on the letterhead of each eligible partner* and specify, using the table below, their role and the nature of their contribution. This letter should be addressed to the TheCell Network Steering Committee and should describe the extent of the collaboration and/or their contribution to this project as well as the details of the funding agreement. 

*Eligible partners include industrial partners, government agencies and not-for-profit organizations, excluding organizations and infrastructure funding (e.g., CFI).

	Partner name
	Specific role in the project
	Nature of the contribution (in cash and/or in kind (in-kind)
	Contribution ($CA)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please insert additional rows if necessary.

Declaration of conflict of interest: no  FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, specify :      
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_1732360637.xls
Année1

		Réseau de thérapie cellulaire, tissulaire et génique du Québec - ThéCell

				Budget - Subvention de projets structurants

				Budget demandé en $CA

		Formulaire année 1

		Chercheur principal: nom à insérer ici

		Titre du projet: titre du projet à insérer ici

				Chercheur principal		Co-chercheur 1		Co-chercheur 2		Co-chercheur 3		Total

				Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici

		1. Salaires

		(a) Bourse de formation Maîtrise (max $20k)										0 $

		(b) Bourse de formation Doctorat (max ($20k)										0 $

		(c) Bourse de formation Post-doctorale 
    (max $40k)										0 $

		(d) Salaires et avantages sociaux (Techniciens ou assistants professionnels)										0 $

		(e) Autres (précisez)										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		2. Equipment ou installations

		(a) Achat ou location (coût d'exploitation et d'entretien et frais d'utilisation)										0 $

		(b) Autres (précisez)										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		3. Matériel et fournitures

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		4. Déplacement (congres, séminaires, symposium, conférences)

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		5. Autres (précisez)

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		Total des coûts direct du projet:		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		A soustraire: Contribution en espèces ou en nature (in-kind) anticipée

		des partenaires (s'il y a lieu)

		(a) Insérez le nom du partenaire A										0 $

		(b) Insérez le nom du partenaire B										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		Grand total des coûts estimés du projet:		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $



&C

&CSI VOUS AVEZ DES QUESTIONS CONCERNANT CE TABLEAU, VEUILLEZ CONTACTER Friederike Pfau fpfau@loex.qc.ca au 418-682-7511 poste 4565.



Année2

		Réseau de thérapie cellulaire et tissulaire ThéCell

				Budget - Subvention de projets structurants

				Budget demandé en $CA

		Formulaire année 2 (si différent de année 1)

		Chercheur principal: nom à insérer ici

		Titre du projet: titre du projet à insérer ici

				Chercheur principal		Co-chercheur 1		Co-chercheur 2		Co-chercheur 3		Total

				Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici		Nom à insérer ici

		1. Salaires

		(a) Bourse de formation Maîtrise (max $20k)										0 $

		(b) Bourse de formation Doctorat (max ($20k)										0 $

		(c) Bourse de formation Post-doctorale 
    (max $40k)										0 $

		(d) Salaires et avantages sociaux (Techniciens ou assistants professionnels)										0 $

		(e) Autres (précisez)										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		2. Equipment ou installations

		(a) Achat ou location (coût d'exploitation et d'entretien et frais d'utilisation)										0 $

		(b) Autres (précisez)										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		3. Matériel et fournitures

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		4. Déplacement (congres, séminaires, symposium, conférences)

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		5. Autres (précisez)

												0 $

												0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		Total des coûts direct du projet:		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		A soustraire: Contribution en espèces ou en nature (in-kind) anticipée

		des partenaires (s'il y a lieu)

		(a) Insérez le nom du partenaire A										0 $

		(b) Insérez le nom du partenaire B										0 $

				0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $

		Grand total des coûts estimés du projet:		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $		0 $






